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1876, Philadelphia 

J877, New York 

1877^ London (international) 

J 879, Boston 

1881, Washington 

1882, Cincinnati 
J883, Buffalo, N. Y. 
J885, Lake George, N. Y. 
1886, Milwaukee 

J 887, Thousand Islands, N. Y. 

J 888, Catskill Mountains, N. Y. 

J889, St. Loufe 

J 890, Fabyans (White Mountains) 

1891, San Francisco 

t892, Lakewood, Baltimore and Washington 

J 893, Chicago 

J 894, Lake Placid, N. Y* 

t895, Denver and Colorado Springs 

t896, Cleveland 

1897, Philadelphia 

1897, London (international) 

t898, Lakewood-on-Chatftauqua 
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American Library Association* 



Organized October 6^ 1 896* Incorporated Desember JO, I879» 



The Association seeks in every practicable way to develop 
and strengthen the public library as an essential part of the 
American Educatioqal System. It therefore strives by indi- 
vidual effort of members, and by local organizations, to stimulate 
public interest in establishing or improving libraries, and thus 
to bring the best reading within reach of all. 

In addition to advancing library interests generally, the 
A. L. A. aims : 

1. By organization and force of numbers to effect needed 
reforms and improvements, most of which could not be brought 
about by individual effort. 

2. By co-operation, to lessen labor and expense of library 
administration. 

3. By discussion and comparison, to utilize the combined 
experiments and experience of the profession in perfecting 
plans and methods and in solving difl&culties. 

4. By meetings and correspondence, to promote acquaint- 
ance and esprit de corps. 

Membership is open to any person connected with library 
administration, whether as trustee, librarian or assistant. The 
A, L. A. also cordially welcomes all other friends of library 
progress, who may become members on vote of the Board. The 
vast field before the Association offers work for alL 



THE ATLANTA MEETING. 



The American Library Association holds its twenty-first annual meeting thi* 
year far from the center of library activity, and the Atlanta Conference opens a. 
new field for library development. The public library, as it exists in other parta 
of the country, is practically unknown in the South, and the coming among us of 
this gathering of the best library talent of the age has already been productive- 
of good results in calling public attention to our lack of liV^rary facilities. 

This national association has been the means of stimulating individual effort, 
and encouraging the organization of State associations and local library clubs. 

The feeling of '* good-fellowshi}) '* among its members is a cordial recipro- 
city, and the good to be had from attendance at the annual meetings cannot be 
estimated by dollars and cents. The enthusiasm of its members is characteristic 
and is shown in what we are pleased to term " the modern library spirit." 

It is to be hoped that this southern meeting will be the means of largely in- 
creasing the membership from a section hitherto almost entirely without repre- 
sentation. The policy of holding the annual meetings of the A. L. A. at widely 
diverging points is obvious in the good results — a whole section of the country is 
stimulated by the presence of the national association, as the attendance at the 
meetings is largely draw'n from adjacent territory. 



far seeing men recognized it then as a place of promise, des- 
tined to be an important railroad center and a seat of commerce. 
This conception of the new city had been accepted as a true 

one when it was destroyed by fire, and since its new birth in 
reconstruction days the old spirit arose and lighted the new 

path of Atlanta to a greater destiny. 

The capitol of the State was brought here from Milledge- 
ville when the new city was hardly out of the ashes of war, and 
this gave a great impetus to its growth, which was further in- 
sured in 1877, when the people of Georgia voted to make 
Atlanta their capital. Its rapidly developing- business 
and manufactures were brought to the attention of the 
whole country by the Cotton Exposition of 1881, which was a 
point of departure for the. tremendous development of the 
Southeastern States during the decade between 1880 and 1890» 
This development found a splendid illustration in the great 
Cotton States and International Exposition of 1895. 

The question, wherefore Atlanta? naturally arises, for com- 
munities are not effects without causes. Atlanta is the result 
of a combination of advantages, on a commanding geographical " 
location, turned to the best account by a spirit of transcendent 
energy, which surmounts all obstacles and builds even on disas- 
ter the fabric of success. The growth of this uuconquerable 
spirit has been promoted by a unity of purpose which has pre* 
vented the domination of factions. Whatever local interests 
may clash, the good of Atlanta is always a rallying cry. The 
Atlanta spirit which has accomplished so much in the upbuild- 
ing of the city itself, is happily contagious, and has much to do 
with making Georgia the Empire State of the South. The 
spirit of new life has spread from this to other Southern States 
which are the most active in the development of their resources,, 
and the spirit of the Southeast is the spirit of Atlanta. 

For this moral and material eminence Atlanta is fortunately 
situated on a ridge which divides the water-shed of the Atlantic 
from that of the gulf, and at a point where the natural barrier 
of the Apalachian chain is broken by great gaps in the moun- 
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with sufficient income, when economically administered, to meet current ex- 
penses. 

The present building is a pleasant southern home, at the corner of Marietta 
and Cone streets, in the center of the city, two blocks from the post-office, 
embowered in trees, and delightful without and within. The house has been 
fitted for library use by making the two stories into one, and the reading-room 
and directors' room are fittingly adorned with portraits of notable men of the 
State. 

With no help from the city government, with only one bequest ($1,000 be- 
queathed by the late Benjamin Kidd), the library has steadily grown in useful- 
ness, and is a monument to the individual efforts of the board of directors, who 
have always been ready to give their time and money for the upbuilding of the 
library. 

The management of the library is generous in the policy of opening the read- 
ing-rooms to the public, and only for home use of the books is a membership fee 
collected. 

The library is in close sympathy with the schools of the city, and the students 
are its daily viwitors. 

Special attention is paid to the department of Georgia archives and history. 

The library enjoys the unique position of being a self-supporting institution, 
iree from debt, and although without a cent of revenue from the municipal gov- 
ernment, it is practically a public library. Only a small fee is charged for the 
home use of booke, and, as a reference library, it is free to all. 

The library now has about seventeen thousand volumes upon its shelves and is 
constantly adding to this number. 

There is a close relation between the library and the various history and liter- 
ary clubs of the city. It is the center of the reading public and its cozy reading- 
rooms afford an attractive retreat for the book-lovers of the community. 

The boys of the High School make the library headquarters for out-of-school 
hours, and every afternoon they are to be found among the reference alcoves 
eagerly searching for matter for debates and essays. 

The policy of the directory is broad and liberal, and by its efforts the library 
iins become identified with the best educational interests of the people. 
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MR. CARNEGIE'S BEQUEST TO ATLANTA. 

■T^HE cause of education in Georgia has received a great impetus in the raagnfi- 
cent generosity of Mr. Andrew Carnegie's bequest to a public library for 
Atlanta. 

The Young Men's Library Association has already property amounting to 
^100,000, which, with Mr. Carnegie's gift and the aid from the city, will equip 
the finest library building in the South. 

Mr. Carnegie has already furnished several large libraries, and the educational 
^idvantages to be gained from such institutions are unequaled. The presence of 
a free public library, built and administered on modern lines, is a factor in the 
•education of a community not surpassed by the school or the church. The mod- 
ern library of to-day reaches through the public school pupils to the parents, and 
€preads the gospel of letters to the rich and poor alike. 

Many a poor boy, forced to earn a living without the aid of even a high school 
training, has been able, with the aid of the free public library, to complete his 
-education and become a useful member of society. The public library as the 
adjunct to the public school, the women's clubs, and the various history and lit- 
erary organizations, is a striking feature of the educational system of this country. 
In fact the free public library, supported by the municipal government, is an 
American institution, and is characteristic of the democratic principles of the 
republic. 

The establishment of such an institution in Atlanta means much for the ad- 
vancement of the whole State. 

The people of the South, perhaps the purest strain of the Anglo-Saxon to be 
found on this continent, are conservative, intelligent, and need only the educa- 
tional advantages that w^ealth can bestow to reach a degree of culture heretofore 
•unrivaled. 

The centering of wealth in the Northeast has been the means of endowing and 
maintaining educational institutions not surpassed by the universities of the old 
Avorld. To have these advantages within the reach of every Georgian is now 
possible and the munificence of Mr. Carnegie will long he remembered in this 
eection. 

The gift is a particularly happy one, coming as it does just prior to the national 
gathering of librarians in Atlanta in May. The whole of library interest is now 
focused on the South, and this new factor in the development of better library 
facilities is a powerful and timely ally. A. W. 
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Atlanta Conference, May 8-J3, J899- 



GENERAL PROGRAM. 



Monday, May 8. EvexVing (8 : 00-10 : 30) 

1. Informal reception and acquaintance session. 

Tuesday, May 9* Morning ( 10 : 00-12 : 30) 

2. General session. — President's Address ; Reports of Officers, CommitteeSr 

etc. 

Afternoon (3 : 00-5 : 30) 

8. Section sessions. — Elementary Section. (1) 

College and Reference Libraries. (2) 

Evening (8:00-10:00) 

4. Public meeting. — Topics: Library Advancement; Traveling Libraries; 

Women's Clubs and Libraries ; Library Buildings (illustrated). 

Wednesday, May 10* Morning (10 : 00-12 : 80) 

5. General session.— Topics of Tuesday evening continued and discussed 

in detail. 

Afternoon (2 : 00-6 : 80) 

6. Local entertainment. — Trip to Stone Mountain, and barbecue, etc. 

Evening (8:30-10: 30) 

7. Section sessions. — State and Law Libraries. (1) 

College and Reference Libraries. (2) 

Thursday, May U. Morning (10 : 00-12 : 30) 

8. General session. — Co-operation Committee in charge. 

Afternoon (3 : 00-5 : 80) 

9. Section sessions. — Elementary Section. (2) 

Large Libraries Section* (1) 

(Afternoon sessions at Piedmont Driving Club House, with lunch 
and coon-dance at sundown.) 

Evening (8 : 00-10 : 30) 
10. Reception and social at Piedmont Club House. 
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Friday, May 12* Morning (10 : 00-12 : 30) 

11. General session. — Reports; Election; Discussion of Open Shelves. 

Afternoon (3 : 00-5 : 30) 

12. Section sessions. — Large Libraries Section. (2) 

Trustees Section. (1) 

Evening (8:00-10:00) 

13. Final session. — Resolutions; Unfinished Business; Local Entertain- 

ment. 

Saturday, May 13. Morning (7 : 30-12 : 30) 

14. Post-Conference commences with trip to Chattanooga, etc. 



SPECIAL NOTE. 



The outline program printed above will indicate to some extent what has been 
planned for this meeting. Final details remain to be determined, in some 
instances. The various Section sessions are expected to prove marked features 
of the occasion ; and for some of them the respective officers, or committees in 
charge, have prepared carefully chosen programs. It is believed that the par- 
ticular subjects selected for such consideration, ample time for discussion and 
questioning being allowed, will be found most helpful and interesting. 

The following well-known members of the Association will have place, and 
are counted upon to take part, in the program of either the public meeting or 
certain other general sessions : Messrs. Melvil Dewey, F. A. Hutchins, Charles 
C. Soule, Samuel S. Green, C. A. Cutter, Frank P. Hill, \Vm. H. Brett, John 
Thomson and William Beer. Also one or more local speakers yet to be named. 
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POST CONFERENCE. 



^HE Association leaves Atlanta Saturday, May 13th, for Lookout Mountain, 
^ where a stop-over for two days will be made, in order to give the members 
^n opportunity to visit Chickamauga National Park, and other places of historic 
interest. 

A noted traveler has given it as his opinion that the four greatest natural at- 
tractions of the Western world are : Niagara Falls, Mammoth Cave, Yellow- 
stone National Park and Lookout Mountain. To the last named of these four, 
however, are added many historic associations, which make it of great interest to 
the tourist and to the student of American history. Long before the name 
** Chattanooga " found a place on the map of the State of Tennessee, Lookout 
Mountain was the scene of many sanguinary conflicts between rival savage tribes, 
:and later between the savages and the pioneer whites on their way to the early 
settlements in the Cumberland Valley. 

Standing upon the point of the mountain one may take in, at a glance almost, 
:all the battle-fields of Chattanooga. Off to the east, across a valley now covered 
with the evidences of peace and prosperity, and beyond Missionary Ridge, may 
be seen the monuments marking Chickamauga's bloody field. To the left, along 
the valley between the mountains, came the army in blue, under Hooker, out of 
the valley and over the mountains, fighting their way, driving the Confederate 
forces back to Missionary Ridge, and opening communication with Grant's base 
of supply at Nashville. Again, to the east, but farther northward, lies the bat- 
tle-field of Missionary Ridge, where Grant and Bragg conducted that heroic strug- 
gle for supremacy, which marked the beginning of the end of the greatest war of 
modern times. And yonder in the valley, the entrance to which is marked by 
an arched gateway, is seen a patch of green trees under whose shadows lie the 
remains of 13,000 Federal soldiers, while farther to the east is the Confederate 
Cemetery, both mute but eloquent witnesses of the horrors of fratracidal war- 
fare. 

Lookout Mountain at the Point is 2,126 feet above the sea and 1^491 feet 
above the low water level of the Tennessee river. 

Lookout Inn, which is situated immediately on the eastern brow of the moun- 
tain, and in less than one-half mile of the Point, is a most beautiful structure. 
The exterior presents a charming and magnificent appearance. 

From Lookout the party separates into smaller groups on the homeward 
trip, the eastern and western parties in special cars, and the southern librarians 
return to Atlanta before dispersing. 
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Trustees and Libraries. 

THE Association urges upon Boards of Library 
Trustees and Directors the importance of being 
represented at its meetings by one or more of 
their number. The Trustees Section has a regular 
orghnization, and the results of their participation in 
the Conference of the A. L. A. have been evident. 

Furthermore, the sending of the Librarian as a del- 
egate (expenses paid if possible, but otherwise with 
leave of absence and full pay to any librarian or assist- 
ant who does attend the meeting), proves an equally 
desirable practice. The librarians get rest, recreation, 
and inspiration ; they also obtain many direct sugges- 
tions ; and ideas gained at the meetings may often 
profit the library for many years. 

Note, 

Members are requested to bring plans of library 
buildings recently erected, or in contemplation. Also 
new blanks, appliances, or devices in library economy 
not previously exhibited or described. 

Bicycles. 

MEMBERS are advised to bring their own w^heels 
when traveling in special cars. Wheels will be 
stored and cared for without extra charge by 
Walcott & Drake, Oor. Pryor and Hunter Sts. Those 
who do not bring their wheels may rent them at usual 
rates from this company. 
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TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS. 

n^HE principal passenger traffic associations have authorized the customary 
round-trip rates of a fare and a third, on the certificate plan, from places in 
their territory. This practically includes all parts of the United States east of 
the Rocky Mountains except Texas. Such rates are conditioned upon going and 
returning by the same route, and are somewhat restrictive as to stop-overs. 

When buying tickets ask for certificates for attendance at the meeting of the 
American Library Association at Atlanta. Agents at all important stations and 
coupon ticket offices are supplied with the necessary certificate forms. Lacking 
them, local tickets should be bought to the nearest point that is so prdovied 
^ Full first-class one-way fare must be paid in order to obtain a certificate. If 
a through ticket cannot be procured at the starting point, purchase first to the 
most convenient trunk-line point, and their repurchase. Obtain a standard cer- 
tificate with each ticket. No reduction in return fare can he obtained without the cer- 
tifi^atCf countersigned at the meeting by both the Secretary and the special agent of the 
Passenger Associations, 

Tickets on this plan may be purchased not earlier than May 4 or later than 
May 10. No stop-over privileges will be allowed, and the certificates are not trans 
ferable. 

The reduction is good for all who wish to make avail of it and attend the meet- 
ing. Tickets for the return journey, at one-third fare, may be purchasednot later 
than May 17 upon the surrender of the properly countersigned certificate. Bear 
in mind that the issue of certificates, and the tickets thereon, entails extra labor 
and requires much more time than usual ticket silling. Therefore be on hand 
early, or give notice to the agents at least 30 minutes before departure of trains. 
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COMMITTEES 1898-99. 

F INANCE 

James L. Whitney, Public Library, Boston. 

Charles K Bolton, Boston Athenaeum, Boston. 

George T. Little, Bowdoin College Library, Brunswick, Me. 

CO-O PERATION 

Thos. L. Montgomery, Wagner Free Institute, Philadelphia. 
James G. Barnwell, Library Company, Philadelphia. 
Alice B. Kroeger, Drexel Institute Library, Philadelphia. 
Thorvald Solberg, Library of Congress, Washington. 
Francis H. Parsons, Naval Observatory, Washington. 

P UBLIC D OCUMENTS 

R. R. Bowker, Editor Library Journal, New York. 
Adelaide R. Hasse, Public Library, New York. 
W. E. Henry, Indiana State Library, Indianapolis. 
William Beer, Fisk Free and Public Library, New Orleans. 

FOREIGN D OCUMENTS 

C. H. Gould, McGill University Library, Montreal. 
C. W. Andrews, John Crerar Library, Chicago. 
L. B. Gilmore, Public Library, Detroit. 
James Bain, Jr., Public Library, Toronto. 

C O-OPERATION WITH L IBRARY D EPARTMENT OF 

NATIONAL E DUCATION A SSOCIATION 

John C. Dana, City Library Association, Springfield. 

Melvil Dewey, New York State Library, Albany. 

Lutie E. Stearns, Wisconsin Free Library Commission, Milwaukee, 



SUPPLEMENT TO ^^A* L. A* CATALOGUE 
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Salome C. Fairchild, New York State Library, Albany. 

J. N. Lamed, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Caroline M. Hewins, Public Library, Hartford. 

R. G. Thwaites, Wisconsin State Historical Society, Madison. 

Fred'k M. Crunden, Public Library, St. Louis. 

George T. Little, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me. 

Gardner M. Jones, Public Library, Salem. 
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American Library Association. 



OFFICERS 1898-99 



President 

William C. Lane, Harvard University Library-, Cambridge, Mass^ 

Vice-Presidents 

Clement W. Andrews, John Crerar Library, Chicago. 
Katharine L. Sharp, University of Illinois Library, Champaign. 
John Thomson, Free Library of Philadelphia. 

Secretary 

Henry J. Carr, Public Library, Scranton, Pa. 

Treasurer 
Gardner M. Jones, Public Library, Salem, Mass. 

Recorder 

Helen E. Haines, Library Journal^ New York. 

Registrar 

Nina E. Browne, A. L. A. Publishing Section, Boston, Mass. 

Travel Secretaries 

F. W. Faxon, Library Department, Boston Book Co., Boston. 

G. B. MelENEY, Library Bureau, Chicago. 

E. E. L. Taylor, Library Bureau, Washington. 

Executive Board 

(With power to appoint sub-committees.) 
The president, ex-president (Herbert Putnam), vice-presidents, sec- 
retary, treasurer and recorder. 

Trustees of the Endowment Fund 

John C. Hutchins, Cleveland, Ohio. (Term expires 1899.) 

George W. Williams, Salem, Mass. (Tenn expires 1900.) 

Charles C. SoulE, Brookline, Mass. (Term expires 1901.) 
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LIBRARY EXHIBIT. 



The Usual Library Exhibit will be Held at the 
Kimball House A* L, A. Headquarters, 

Parlors Nos, ^6418. 



The Library Bureau will hold an Exhibit of Library Appli- 
ances. The many mechanical devices for facilitating library 
administration that have been manufactured by the Library 
Bureau will be an interesting exhibit. 

The Library Training School of Albany, New York, will also 
exhibit. 

The annual exhibit from the Pratt Institute Free Library 
will be lent, through the courtesy of Miss Plummer. 

Various publishers and book men will show posters and orig- 
inal drawings. While the exhibit will be very limited this 
year, it will be very select, and of unusual interest. 
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Public, Private, College, School 8 Club 

LIBRARIES 

Are customers of ours. We make a specialty of Library business and 
give to it an experienced and efficient service combined with the ad- 
T-antage of direct access to the largest American Book Market. Send 
your lists to us for estimates. Our quotations will be close figures 
and made on books suitable in paper, type and binding for library use. 

No general order for books can possibly be 
filled without waiting at some point for a 
portion of it to be ordered from New York. 
The best thing to do with such an order is to 
send it straight to New York in the first 
instance. We are constantly purchasing in 
large lots from all the publishing houses, and 
our business of supplying the retail and 
jobbing trade of the country necessitates an 
organization expressly adapted to thoroughly 
searching the market and promptly and 
completely filling the most miscellaneous and 
difficult book orders. Correspondence with 
Librarians and other book-buyers solicited. 

Send for our Library list giving titles of a representative library of 
2500 volumes selected from the' best authorities. We send upon 
request our Librarian's Help Series, Monthly Bulletin of New and 
Noteworthy Books, Clearance Catalogs and other matter of interest to 
Librarians. 

The Baker & Taylor Co., 

WHOLESALE BOOKDEALERS. 
5 and 7 E. Sixteenth St., 

(Betweei Broadway and FIflh Ave.,) 

NEW YORK. 
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SOLD ONLY BY SUBSCRIPTION. 



THE NEW AND ENLARGED EDITION OF 



Johnson's 
Universal 

Cyclopsedia 



CHARLES KENDALL ADAMS, 

LL.D., 
President of the 

University of Wisconsin. 
LDITOR-IW-CHIEF. 
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The only OrigiDal 

and Really New 

American Cyclopaedia 

Now on the Market. 



Type new and larger tban before. 
TWrty-six Departments in charge of Thirty- 
six Eminent Scholars as i^ssociate Editors. 

50.000 Titles 

All Articles written t>y Specialists, nearly 

3,000 in number. 



THE WHOLE WORK IS FRESH, SCHOLARLY, 
AUTHORITATIVE, AND UP TO DATE. 

Johnson's Cyclopaodia is a library in itself. It is the knowledge of the 
centuries boiled down ; the essence of all books crystallized. It 
stands on the shelves ready to answer briefly but com- 
prehensively every conceivable question. 

Number of subjects compared with other Standard Cyclopaedias: 

JOHNSON'S CYCLOP-^DIA, up-to-date, 50,000 SUBJECTS^ 
American ** 1873, 37,000 

Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1873, 16,000 
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Johnson's Cyclopaedia has thiee times as many articles as the Britannica. Its- 
7,264 pages cover 50,000 separate articles and 3,000 illustrations, 130 colored maps,, 
including plans of the chief cities of North America and Europe. 

A Dictionary of Medical and Hygienic Sciences. 

A vast Biographical and Classical Dictionary. 

A complete Legal and Commercial Dictionary. 

Hundreds of Topics are mentioned never before treated in any Cyclopaedia.. 

THE EDITOR OF BOOK NOTES SAYS: 

"No similar book ever published in this country equals the new JOHNSON'S in method, and none was- 
ever published superior to It in detail ; all those now on the market are infinitely inferior to it." 

PROSPECTUS AND SPECIMEN PAGES FREE ON APPLICATION. 

D. Appleton & Company, Publishers, 

NEVSr YORK. ATLANTA. 

A. C. RISDON, Manager Southern Department. 
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